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The 2008 RWTA Conference will commence on Sunday 31 August with a very pleasant WINE 
EXPERIENCE TOUR for all Delegates and Partners into the spectacular Hunter Valley. 
 
Depart from Crowne Plaza Resort at 1:00 PM. 
 
The tour will be visiting 3 wineries for tasting of the locally produced wines.  
 

·  Hope Estate  
 
This historic site is set on 420 acres of picturesque vineyards with breathtaking views.  
 
At Hope Estate, we will do a wine exploration tour.  
 
Starting in the grape crushing area, the whole winemaking process is explained, from grape 
through to glass. Each guest grabs a glass and is lead through to the winery, by a winemaker, 
tasting from the stainless steel vats and, should they choose to, spitting into drains like the 
professionals do. Tasting different varieties, in different stages of production, this is very 
informative and a great way to learn about wine and ask any questions of the winemakers. Who 
better to explain the wine than the people who made it?? 
The next stop is the barrel warehouse where different reds are tasted straight from French oak 
barrels.  
 

·  Lindemans Wines 
 
One of the oldest and most respected wineries in the Hunter Valley, Lindemans has an enviable 
reputation for producing some of the world’s most revered Australian wines.  
 
Here we will enjoy wine tasting along with a sumptuous afternoon tea.  
 
It will also be a great opportunity to see where our Gala Dinner will be held on Tuesday night. 
 

·  McGuigan Cellars  
 
Last but not least, the friendly and knowledgeable team at McGuigan Cellars will guide you 
through a tasting of their famous wines.  
 
You can select from a wide range of their popular wines or choose from their cellar door 
exclusives.  
 
We will arrive back at Crowne Plaza Resort around 5:00 PM. 
 
 
Welcome Cocktails/Dinner  for all Delegates and Partners commencing at 6:30 PM in the 
Semillon Ballroom,  Crowne Plaza Resort. 
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The Conference will open at 8:30 AM  sharp in the Semillon Ballroom with our National 
Chairman’s address, our guest of honour and our first keynote speaker. 
 
Sessions will go through to approx. 4:45 PM. 
 
Our Monday Cocktail Function  will commence at 6:00 PM in the Exhibition Suite at Crowne 
Plaza. 
 
Monday evening free. 
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Conference sessions will commence at 8:45 AM and speakers will continue to mid afternoon 
followed by the very popular INDUSTRY FORUM at 3:05 pm which will again be a major feature. 

�
Our Frank Vale Award Finalists from five states will also present during the Conference on 
Monday and Tuesday. 
 
Tuesday sessions will conclude around 4:40 PM followed by the AGM for approx. 20 minutes. 
 
The Conference will conclude on Tuesday night with the social event of the year-the spectacular 
and exciting Gala Dinner commencing at 7:00 PM -this year it will be held in the magnificent, 
heritage-listed Lindemans’ Winery  and proudly sponsored by Crown Equipment . It will be a 
night of fine food and beverages, music, entertainment, dancing and total relaxation.  
 
The 2008 Frank Vale Award Winner will be announced at the Gala Dinner and the lucky winner 
will be off to the USA in 2009. 
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A great Industry Golf Day will be held at the Crowne Plaza course, proudly sponsored by Toyota 
Material Handling . Hit off time is 9:00 AM. 
 
 
Everyone is welcome to join in on this great event. Fees $70.00 plus GST. 
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The Exhibition will be set up in the Exhibition Suite, a separate, large exhibition hall close to the 
Conference room. It is a magnificent area with paved and lawn spaces outside to accommodate 
heavy equipment. 
 
The Exhibition begins at 8:00 am Monday and will run through to Tuesday evening 2 September. 
All Delegates and Partners are encouraged to spend as much time as you can with the 
Exhibitors. 
 
All morning and afternoon teas, lunches and the Monday Cocktail Function will be held in the 
Exhibition Suite. 
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Oomiak: Booth number 1 
Contact: Ms Cate McGuire, Phone: 08 8345 9900 
Email: michelle.cavallaro@oomiak.com.au 
 
Crown Equipment: Booth number 2 
Contact: Mr James Summers, Phone: 02 8788 0000 
Email: james.summers@crown.com  
 
Grasso Australia Pty Ltd: Booth number 3 
Contact: Mr Henry Sittrop, Phone: 03 9464 6166 
Email: henry@grasso.com.au 
 
Hepworth Industrial Wear Pty Ltd: Booth number 4 
Contact: Mr Luke Hepworth, Phone: 02 9829 5800 
Email: lukehepworth@hepworths.com.au 
 
Toyota Material Handling (NSW): Booth number 8 
Contact: Ms Gina Ghattas, Phone: 02 8706 6200 
Email: gghattas@tmhnsw.com.au 
 
Kingspan Insulated Panels Pty Ltd: Booth number 9 
Contact: Ms Helen Flood, Phone: 02 9673 5069 
Email: Helen.flood@kingspan.com 
 
Cooltrax Pty Ltd: Booth number 11 
Contact: Mr Pete Loder 
Email: peter.loder@cooltrax.com 
 
Xtralis Pty Ltd: Booth number 12 
Contact: Mr Garry Aghajani, Phone: 02 9808 2577 
Email: gaghajani@xtralis.com 
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Radio Terminal Systems: Booth number 13 
Contact: Mr Brendan Bryant, Phone: 03 9240 4200 
Email: brendanb@radterm.com.au 
 
Dematic Pty Ltd: Booth number 14 
Contact: Ms Joan Kuhrmann, Phone: 02 9486 5265 
Email: joan.kuhrmann@dematic.com 
 
EPS Panel Division Pacia: Booth number 15 
Contact: Mr Ron Lawson, Phone: 07 5803 4733 
Email: ronl@retracom.com.au  
 
Dexion (Australia) Pty Ltd: Booth number 16 
Contact: Mr Steve Parbery, Phone: 02 8875 1101 
Email: steve.parbery@dexion.com.au 
 
Microlistics: Booth number 17 
Contact: Mr Mark Dawson, Phone: 03 9326 7422 
Email: mark.dawson@microlistics.com.au 
 
Volvo Truck & Bus Rental:  Booth number 18 
Contact: Mr Steve Perry, Phone:  02 9036 8428 
Email: steve.perry@volvo.com 
 
Commonwealth Bank: Booth number 19 
Contact: Ms Kelly Coleman, Phone 02 8292 5059 
Email:  Kelly.coleman@cba.com.au 
 
TWUSuper: Booth number 20  
Contact: Ms Jennifer Benedek, Phone 02 8893 1237 
Email: Jennifer_benedek@twusuper.com.au 
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Partners, as always, are most welcome to attend the Conference sessions. 
 
This year, we have provided partners with a number of choices. Partners are free to join in with 
Delegates, enjoy the leisure and relaxation facilities at the resort and nearby, join in with the 
organised activities on the Partner Program or any combination of these. 
 

·  Sunday 31 August 
 
Enjoy the fabulous Wine Experience Tour followed by our Welcome Cocktail Function and Dinner 
at Crowne Plaza Resort.  
 
Upon arrival  and registration, you will receive a gift voucher  to be redeemed at the beautiful Tea 
Tree Spa at Crowne Plaza Resort. This voucher can be redeemed on either product or treatment 
and can be redeemed at any time during your stay at the Resort. 
 

·  Monday 1 September 
 
Following the opening of the “Best Conference Ever”  and, after listening to a great presentation 
by Kate Leeming (hot author, who has an inspirational story to tell of a young woman’s cycling 
epic of 25,000km’s across Australia), you are invited to participate in morning tea and lunch with 
the conference delegates in the Exhibition Suite.  
 
You are welcome to participate in all morning/afternoon teas and lunches to be held in the 
Exhibition Suite on both Monday and Tuesday.  
 
1:00 PM - Our Coach leaves Crowne Plaza Resort to visit Australia’s Biggest Display Garden 
at the fabulous Hunter Valley Gardens, winner of the Best Tourist Attraction – NSW Tourism 
Awards 2004, 2005, 2006 and Best Tourist Attraction Hall of Fame – NSW 2007. 
 
These gardens span over 60 acres and consist of 12 spectacular international display gardens. 
 
Every aspect of the gardens will amaze you with sensational sights, colours and fragrances. As 
their month long Festival of Flowers begins on this very day, the gardens will be even more 
stunning than usual.  
 
You will enjoy a guided walking tour followed by afternoon tea at the Garden Terrace Restaurant 
overlooking the Oriental Garden. 
 
You can then further enjoy wandering around the gardens or visit the Hunter Valley Gardens 
Village next door. 
 
Here you can browse through the boutique, specialty, fashion, antique and gift shops.  
 
Our coach will return to Crowne Plaza Resort at 4:30 PM, leaving you some relaxation time 
before our Cocktail Hour at 6:00 PM. 
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·  Tuesday 2  September  
 
This is a day for relaxation. 
 
You can start the morning at your leisure.  
 
At 11:00 AM, join in on Tai Chi class. This is a great way to relax and unwind.  
 
Today is probably a good day to use your gift voucher and enjoy some pampering in the Day Spa. 
(Please make your bookings with Day Spa upon your arrival at the Resort to ensure that you get 
the time of your choice).  
 

·  Gala Dinner-Tuesday Night 
 
Party the night away at the stunning & historic Lindemans Winery. 
 
Here we will celebrate the finale of our RWTA 2008 Conference and Exhibition. 
 
Starting with cocktails at 7:00 PM and followed by a night of great food and wine, entertainment 
and, of course, great company. 
 
Coaches will leave Crowne Plaza Resort at 6:45 PM to take you the short distance to the venue.  
 
Coaches will return to the resort from 11:30 PM onwards.   
 
 

·  Wednesday 3  September – Industry Golf Day 
 
 
So you thought the fun was already over.  Not so, there is more to come. 
 
Stay an extra day to join in the fun of the golf day competition. 
 
The golf day is always great fun with lots of prizes to be won.  
 
Our golf day is a great opportunity to consolidate friendships, old and new, as well as business 
contacts, old and new. 
 
So brush up on your swing, polish your clubs and enjoy the day!!! 
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Surrounded by established vineyards and golf course greens and framed by the rugged 
Brokenback Ranges, the new Crowne Plaza Resort Hunter Valley epitomises the best of 
hospitality and deluxe accommodation. 
 
Only 18 months old, the four and a half star Crowne Plaza Resort boasts spacious and state-of-
the-art Conference and Exhibition facilities.   
 
Just 2 hours drive north of Sydney via the F3, the Resort is ideally located in the heart of the 
Hunter Valley with easy access to wineries and attractions, making it the perfect place for a 
stimulating National Conference. 
 
The Resort is only 500 metres from Cessnock Airport and 50 kilometres from Newcastle Airport. 
 
Facilities are too numerous to list here but include an 18-hole golf course, large, heated resort 
pool, 4 floodlit tennis courts, gymnasium, bars and restaurants. 
 
The address is: 430 Wine Country Drive Lovedale NSW 2321. PH: (02) 4991 0900 
 
 Go to www.crowneplaza.com.au/huntervalley for full details.  
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Dress during the Conference is smart casual. 
 
Dress for the Gala Dinner on Tuesday evening is tie and jacket for the gentlemen and matching 
for the ladies. 
 
Dress for Golf on Wednesday is as per the issued golf information sheet. 
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For all information on the RWTA Conference and Exhibition, please contact:   
   David Costelloe 

Executive Officer, RWTA 
PO Box 5 South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Phone: (03) 8620 2802 
Email: dcostelloe@rwta.com.au    
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